HORNSEY PENSIONERS
www.hornseypag.org.uk
Hornsey Pensioners Action Group serves pensioners within Hornsey & Wood
Green and other neighbouring parliamentary constituencies

Male Cancers. What do you need to know?"
Patricia Booth
Lung Cancer and Acute Oncology Clinical Nurse Specialist
Whittington Health
Time and date:

WEDNESDAY May 16th 2018 at 1.30pm

Venue:

Hornsey Parish Church Hall, Cranley Gardens, N10 3AH
Entrance on Cranley Gardens through car park. Doors open from 1pm.
Buses W7 W3 144 stop nearby.

Our hustings meeting on April 18th for candidates standing in the local
elections on May 3rd was well attended. 55 people signed in.

The candidates had been provided with a list of our campaigns. Copies of this and a
brief description of the responsibilities of local councillors were distributed.
Unfortunately no Conservative candidate accepted our invitation. We welcomed in
order of speaking Ivana Curcic (Green Party), Patrick Berryman (Labour Party) and Scott
Emery (Liberal Democrats).
Ann Anderson took the chair. Each candidate had 5 minutes to present followed by 2
minutes to answer questions directed at them. Then further questions were asked of all
candidates.

The place for a Conservative Party candidate
was empty: https://www.hwgca.org.uk/localelections-2018
Ivana Curcic, Green Party: https://
haringey.greenparty.org.uk/
Ivana works in the public services as a
librarian; she wants evidence, transparency
and democracy running our services. Ivana
spoke for greater representation of all parties
on the council with more participation and
scrutiny. She also believes in the importance of
Health and Social Care. As a volunteer for St
Ann’s Redevelopment Trust (StART) Ivana
supports council housing and believes in cohousing provision. At first hand she has seen
the decimation of library programmes, but
suggested that Public Post Offices could be
located in libraries rather than being
privatised.

Patrick Berryman, Labour Party:
https://campaigns.labour.org.uk/media/
email/51269/51257/v_9F-GO9SL2pijjDIaKKsg.pdf
Patrick had checked our website and identified issues
that mattered to Hornsey pensioners. He referred to
the 5 key points of the Labour Party local election
manifesto. See the link above.
Focussing on local issues, he had supported the fight
to oppose relocation of Muswell Hill library; since
childhood it was his library, also now for his family.
Councillors'
surgeries are held there and residents should have access to books and newspapers.
Pavements need to be swept more frequently. It is a
big issue in relation to the safety of older people that
the rubbish, including leaves, are swept away.
Social Care is important. It is not just a cost for the
council in relation to the £100m spent on adult social
care but also creates jobs. The Options Report for
using Osborne House should be properly examined.

He noted that only 100 people in the borough are
receiving Meals on Wheels now compared with 300
six years ago. Of a £100m budget for adults in Haringey only £4m is spent on directly delivered services.
He referred to the loss of the Grange and the Haven
Centre that results in reduced care for dementia
patients.
Patrick’s main message was that the Labour Party is
transforming; this will result in greater transparency.
Patrick was asked about the need for greater support
for older people, particularly in the west. Our group
suspects that the Council regards the west as prosperous compared with the east but there are pockets
of poverty, and Day Centres are needed- places
where people can get together. Patrick replied that
the Council hasn't sold the buildings so it is possible
to bring them back into use. There is a promise of
transparency from the new Labour group and of
more collaboration. One of the problems that may
have contributed to the closure of the Haven Day
Centre was the restricted Dial-a-Ride provision.
Scott Emery, Liberal Democrat Party:
http://ldharingey.nationbuilder.com/
local_elections_2018_manifesto
Scott explained that Pippa Connor had injured her
foot and he was taking her place.
As a biomedical scientist Scott had an interest in
Healthcare. In relation to Housing he believed that
the HDV initiative of the Labour Council had been a
terrible serious mistake and that Patrick Berryman
had voted for it. (While this was not contradicted we
note that Patrick was not a cabinet member).
The Liberal Democrats would spend on social housing
and genuinely affordable housing. He mentioned
waste of council funds – such as the healthy living
shop and on trips to the South of France.

He considered that the cost of producing the paper,
Haringey People, could better fund more necessary
services. Scott objected to the new garden bins and
thought that Haringey residents paid the 2nd highest
council tax in London with less services. (Patrick Berryman explained that it was the 9th, not the 2nd).
Scott mentioned that rising council rent charges had
contributed to the loss of Age UK and that the
Liberal Democrats had raised their concerns about
this through the Community Buildings review. Referring to the Irish Centre and Jacksons Lane he
advocated greater support for Day Care Centres and
Lunch centres.
More questions and contributions were raised from
the floor on various issues:
Council Tax: Scott responded by saying if the council didn't waste so much money then the cuts wouldn't be felt so hard.
Patrick pointed out that for 9 years Council Tax has
been frozen and revenue lags behind the cost of services. For adults health currently 95% of revenue is
now spent with private companies that have contracts with inflation rises built in. The manifesto
promises in house provision where possible. Labour
is not pledging to freeze council tax like the Lib
Dems, which is reckless. But some 30% of Haringey
residents, including pensioners and single mums, are
too poor to pay the full Council Tax. Charging 20%, as
insisted upon by the Conservatives, would be about
£200-£250 a year, still too much. Labour will make
the discount 100% and make up the shortfall.
Chasing Council Tax payments causes more harm
than good. All candidates agreed.
The meeting urged that Haringey needs to get the
Inner London Equivalent Grant to increase its funding.

Transparency: There were arguments for full
council and resident involvement in key decisions,
currently made in Cabinet. It was also asked that residents’ letters to councillors should be answered.
Patrick reminded us that pledge 4 of the Labour Party manifesto 5 pledges was for a Fairness
Commission like the one introduced in Islington under
Catherine West’s guidance.
Affordable homes: Scott referred to a statement
made at a February council meeting by a Labour Cllr
to the effect that their target of a thousand council
houses was "Unlikely to happen". He added that the
last Labour council had only managed to build 29
council houses when it had promised 250.
In response to a question on numbers promised in a
Labour Party leaflet Patrick said 1000 homes were
promised in Haringey, not just in Fortis Green. All
candidates recognised that the HDV had been a mistake, and could not deliver affordable homes.
Policies on care for old people: Scott said that the
Lib Dems would not have closed Osborne Grove
Nursing Home and would have expanded day care
centres.
Janet Shapiro responded to a question on how care
homes could be funded more fairly, to explain that
the National Pensioners Convention (NPC) has a Fair
Care policy and publishes well informed analysis of
the funding issues. Government sets the rules and a
green paper is expected.
Accessing services: It was raised that people don't
know what services are available and a centre is
needed that provides clear information and support.
Other boroughs have a centre for retired people
providing such support. Scott said that the Lib Dems
would roll out counter services such as at Wood
Green Library across the borough, to allow easier
access to those who are less able to use online systems
Libraries: From the floor it was pointed
out that providing council customer services at Wood Green library has resulted
in half the library being taken over for
offices for customer services. Now library
users are just milling around not knowing
where to go.
Apologies: Unfortunately we were
unable to get our sound system working,
but everyone did their best to make
themselves heard.
As is our custom, the meeting broke up for
refreshments, and there was time for
further informal discussion.

Thank you members, most subscriptions have been renewed although some are still outstanding: £8 for single,£12 joint households. You may pay membership secretary Ann Anderson at a meeting or post to her at
117 Redston Road London N8 7HG.

Events

NPC Pensioners’ Parliament

Thursday May 17 1pm – 2.15pm
Seminar on how organisations can provide more
effective support for disabled people and those with
health conditions to access and remain in work
Venue: Room AG11, College Building, St John Street,
EC1V 4PB. To book a place please email Doria Pilling:
d.s.pilling@city.ac.uk (please give contact no.)
Wednesday May 23rd 10.30 – 15.30
A free, half-day conference on life-long learning.
Organised by Wise-Age at 336 Brixton Road, London
SW9 7AA . Book using <https://pailondon.us17.listmanage.com/track/click?
u=1121453ccfeb0948b7e3c8c4a&id=893315fe21&e=6
78f07c293>
Tuesday June 12th 11 – 3pm
‘One Hornsey Community Day’ at Hornsey Vale
Community Centre Mayfield Road N8. Aimed at reducing loneliness. Hornsey Pensioners will be there.

12 – 14 June 2018

th

Leisure
Next Jacksons’ Lane Lunch Thursday May 31st
11.45am-2.30pm. Entertainment by West End star
Nigel Roche and others - 2 course lunch for only £5.
Book in advance: telephone -020 8347 2411 Stuart
Cox Participation Manager, 269a Archway Road, London, N6 5AA stuart@jacksonslane.org.uk
Community Lunch Club for over 50s at Hornsey Vale
Community Centre, usually 1st Wednesday of the
month from 1 to 3pm. Booking needed with Tanya 020
8348 4612 or email info@hornseyvale.org (ring
Tues—Wed.)
Coffee and Computers: sessions near you, informal
help and advice - browsing the internet or sending
emails. Contact Joyce Sullivan on 0208 888 0579 or
joyce.sullivan@publicvoice.london
Your Local Area Coordinator in Haringey, Andrea Wershof is
ready to meet and help you. Her role is to enable people to
access the help that they need when they are unaware of
their entitlements. Do contact Andrea about any matter that
is worrying you.
Contact her by email Andrea.Wershof@haringey.gov.uk or
phone, mob 07966 149813.
Also Philip Corran is still available to help you cope with
travelling difficulties. (He came to an earlier meeting)
His contact numbers are 0207 848 7862 or 07944 127 702
philip.corran@kcl.ac.uk

Contacts: Ann Anderson 020 8340 8335,
Pamela Jefferys 020 8444 0732 & Janet Shapiro
020 8883 9571 janet.rmshapiro@gmail.com

This is an event not to missed at the beautiful Winter
Gardens at Blackpool. Banners from all over the UK will
be seen on the rally. Then enjoy good debates and have
your say. A social programme including dancing in the
ballroom on Wednesday evening; seaside air
guaranteed, sunshine possibly.
Sessions planned for Wednesday are:
An update on UK pensions’ system,
Where next for the NHS!,
Tackling loneliness,
What does the Green Paper on social care mean?,
Ten years of the concessionary bus pass – what
lessons have we learned?
The rise of funeral poverty.
The Women’s Working Party Fringe at Wednesday
lunch time will be on ‘Safe Travel.’ speakers Philip Corran and a woman transport police officer.
Booking forms are available from the NPC office; tickets
cost £10 or £5 for just the 12th June.
Regular Briefings are published by the NPC. To receive
these by email contact info@npcuk.org. (Ask Janet for
hard copies.)

Exercise Classes
Dance for Fun & Fitness for over 50s. Tuesdays
4pm –5.30pm. Drop in per class £6 including refreshments
(5 classes £25) at Hornsey Vale
Community Centre, 60 Mayfield Rd. N8. Contact
Kimberly 07843 216 150
Fun fitness class for over 55’s at Wood Green
Library, on Mondays & Wednesday at 10.15, £3 a
class. For more details contact Kiki on 07903
582883
West Haringey Seniors Exercise Class (mixed) with
an expert trainer Tuesday 2.15—3.15 £3.50
Hornsey Vale Community Centre, Mayfield road
N8 9LP, contact Ann Anderson 020 8340 8335
Exercise and Dance to Live Music for ladies over
60 Tuesday 10.30 to 11.30, £4 at Moravian Church
Hall N8 7HR on Priory Road. Contact Ursula
Maestranzi 8340 2668
Candy's Seniors Dance and Fitness class at YMCA
Fitness Centre Elmfield Avenue, Crouch End N8.
Thursday 2.05 to 3.05 £3.00

Future 2018 meetings:
June 20th Transport
July 18th TBA. No meeting in August.

