HORNSEY PENSIONERS
www.hornseypag.org.uk
Hornsey Pensioners Action Group serves pensioners within Hornsey & Wood
Green and other neighbouring parliamentary constituencies

Young and Old –
mapping our lives:
talk and discussion led by
Dr Jonathan Collie co-founder of
‘The Age of No Retirement’
Time and date: WEDNESDAY November 21st 2018 at 1.30pm
Venue:

Hornsey Parish Church Hall, Cranley Gardens, N10 3AH
Entrance on Cranley Gardens through car park. Doors open from 1pm.
Buses W7 W3 144 stop nearby.

The NPC Lobby of Parliament on October 24th, before the rally.
A delegation from Hornsey Pensioners met our MP Catherine West and raised our
concerns.
Future 2018 meetings:
December 12th Party with Jazz group &
entertainment
Winter deaths demo Friday Nov 30th.

Meetings in 2019
Jan 16th, Feb. 20th. March 20th, April
17th. May 15th

Report of the October 17th meeting.
‘We await the government’s Social Care Green Paper.- What can we do about social
care locally?’
The speakers were Cllr Peray Ahmet Cabinet Member for Adults and Health, Haringey Council and Gordon Peters
Older Peoples Reference Group, Forum for Older People and Healthwatch.

Gordon Peters
In the 1980s Gordon was Director of Social Services
for Hackney Council, and International consultant for
health and development.
Gordon provided slides and his paper ‘A Model of
Social Care Fit for the People of Haringey’. These can
be obtained from Janet.
Slide1
Gordon emphasised the unfairness of not having to
pay for cancer care while dementia care was subject
to means testing, even though both are physical
illnesses. Now there is a funding crisis but Gordon
supports universal care based on need.
He recommended that we read the talk by Professor
Dame June Clark. This was the 2017 annual Jack Jones
lecture “Who Cares”. (Booklets published by National
Pensioners Education and Welfare centre cost £2).
June Clark points out that 14 major government commissions have recommended universal health and
social care, but it has never been taken forward.
Gordon believes that universal health and social care
should be free at the point of use. The Labour Party is
urged by Barbara Kelly MP, to move towards support
for this policy. Currently neither service is properly
funded but social care is in deep crisis.
Slide 2,
Funding social care is not just a moral duty; it makes a
positive contribution to the local economy through
job creation, with workers spending and paying taxes.
This has a double impact relative to the funding costs
of delivery.
Slide 3
We now have 1.5 million older people needing help 3
times daily but not getting it.

He felt sympathy for local authorities not having
enough finance having to support those with high
level of need, also without the necessary funding to
set up preventative measures to stop more people
becoming ill. He emphasised the stress on family full
time carers, 72% of whom developed mental illness,
and 61% physical health problems.
Also, private care homes are going out of business
because of inadequate financial support. Home care
workers are limited to 15 min visits and are not being
paid for their travelling time. (In Hackney in 1980s
home helps even had a career structure).
He congratulated Haringey for the changes now
planned.
Slide 4
Workers need decent pay and conditions. It was
wrong that day centres have been lost; people need
to live interdependently not just independently.
Slide 5
This dealt with policies now being adopted by a new
Haringey Council. There have been £3 to £4bn cuts in
Social Services because of existing pre- decisions.
There needs to be better use of buildings with
sheltered housing spaces and more education by
decision makers on how to treat vulnerable people.
Slide 6There must be change at a national level with a NHS
and Social Services Act. Note Scotland’s Public
Working Act. We need a new accountable process.
This had not been suggested so far. In Haringey we
need an equal partnership between the council and
companies, to be controlled by a joint bureau with
one manager responsible for the different budgets
and assessments. Experts by experience need to work
in it with professionals and politicians.
Peray Ahmet
Peray is a Haringey Councillor and Cabinet member
for Adults and Health. Her day job is Trades Union
representative for Social Workers in south London.
Peray emphasised the budget challenges; pressure on
government is needed for better funding for social
care. This included support to allow workers to have
a living wage.
The first new Haringey Council decision was in June
when they kept Osborne Grove care home open;
further developments are now being reviewed

Peray listed what Haringey
Council includes in its review: the Manifesto, Day Care, looking
at the practice of other councils.
The intention is to have carers on
full London minimum wage by
2020.
Different, alternative models e.g.
social enterprises are being
examined, but a huge culture
change is needed and that takes
time.
Another issue of concern is
mental health services. St. Ann’s
unit is considered to be worst in
London; that will be addressed.
Primary Health Care is weak in the
east and central Haringey and this
brings pressure to bear on
N.Middlesex hospital. There is a
wide gap in life expectancy
between the east and west of the
borough.
Peray is hopeful for the
government to bring an end to
austerity.
Zena Brabazon
Zena is a Haringey Councillor and
Cabinet Member for Civic Services
She discussed the setting up of

the Fairness Commission; this is
one of its top commitments of the
new council for housing and social
care. Islington set theirs up eight
years ago. Just as a school carries
out self assessment before a
government inspection this is
what is needed for local
government.
The commission is chaired by
Birkbeck Professor Paul Watt who
has written on the impact of
gentrification on a poor
community. There are 20
commissioners with differing
experience using the residents as
expert witnesses. Various open
meetings are planned.
Council services must open themselves to public review. Zena
hopes that libraries, leisure
centres, community buildings can
be used more to encourage social
engagement.
Extra points brought up in questions:
In order to overcome financial
issues Gordon urged Haringey to
fight for the government London
weighting subsidy which inner
boroughs received.

Wednesday Oct. 24th NPC Lobby of Parliament.

Setting up a referendum on
whether to raise Council tax.
Cost of transport to day centres
could be reduced by placing these
more locally.
Poor communications between
Council departments for
telephone enquiries.
Questionable as to whether western borough older residents were
less computer literate than those
in the east.
One member said that computer
literacy may improve in 10 years
time, but in the mean time we
need telephone access.

Many important concerns were raised with Catherine
West and we shall continue to be a close contact.
Afterwards we joined the meeting in committee
room 14; the speakers were: Sharon Hodgson MP,
Roger McKenzie Unison, Jack Dromey Shadow Minister for Pensions, Ian Andexser, Canadian Alliance of
British Pensioners, Mark Serwotka, PCS and
Dot Gibson NPC Deputy General Secretary.
On Monday Oct. 1st ‘International Older Peoples’ Day,
four of us leafleted outside Hornsey Central
Neighbourhood Centre to publicise the October meeting.
HPAG had a stall at People’s Day on Tuesday Oct 9th.
This was organised by Haringey Pensioners Action Group at
Tottenham Green Leisure.
A letter about our activities was published in
The Broadway Ham & High on October 25th

In August NHS England conducted a consultation on a draft contract for Integrated Care Providers (ICPs).
The deadline was October 26th
At the meeting, advice was handed out on how to respond to this consultation. If ICPs were introduced this would represent an upheaval in the way the NHS is organised; it would introduce private companies to management roles.
HPAG sent a response before the deadline. This can be downloaded from the website, but paper copies will be available.
We unfortunately missed an earlier consultation on elective surgery.

Please help Muswell Hill Library
Message from George Danker, Chair of the
Friends of Muswell Hill Library
At last, we appear to have a realistic chance of
getting the required improvements to Muswell Hill
Library funded through a council scheme.
The neighbourhood portion of the Community
Infrastructure Levy will be more than enough to
fund a lift, toilets and a more accessible for the
library, if it is allocated to this project.
The council is now running a consultation to ask
local people how they should spend this pot of
money.
So, we need your support.
Please fill in this consultation form and share it with
your friends and neighbours: https://
www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=153864470244
And here are some suggested answers:
Q1: Zone 1 (Alexandra, Fortis Green & Muswell Hill)
Q2: Improvements to local libraries
Q3: Muswell Hill Library, Queens Avenue, N10 3PE
Q4: Toilets, a lift and a more accessible entrance for
Muswell Hill Library
Q5: Resident of the local area
[For those not on email we shall find out how you can
write in support of the Library] t

Exercise Classes
Over 50’s Dance for Fun & Fitness:
Beginners Thursdays 11am to 12.30pm Drop in £6 or
£25 for 5 classes.
Improvers Tuesdays 11am to 1pm Drop in £8 or £35
for 5 classes. All including refreshments.
Hornsey Vale Community Centre, 60 Mayfield Rd.
N8. Contact Kimberly 07843 216 150
Fun fitness class for over 55’s at Wood Green
Library, on Mondays & Wednesday at 10.15, £3 a
class. For more details contact Kiki on 07903 582883
West Haringey Seniors Exercise Class (mixed) with
an expert trainer Tuesday 2.15—3.15 £3.50
Hornsey Vale Community Centre, Mayfield road N8
9LP, contact Ann Anderson 020 8340 8335
Exercise and Dance to Live Music for ladies over 60
Tuesday 10.30 to 11.30, £4 at Moravian Church Hall
N8 7HR on Priory Road. Contact Ursula Maestranzi
8340 2668
Candy's Seniors Dance and Fitness class at YMCA
Fitness Centre Elmfield Avenue, Crouch End N8.
Thursday 2.05 to 3.05 £3.00

Do you use the 134 bus?
Transport for London propose shortening this route,
so that southwards it would stop at UCH and not go
along Gower Street, and northwards it would not
start at UCH not at Tottenham Court Rd. Have your
say by Nov. 9th.
Online - Please click on this link: https://
consultations.tfl.gov.uk/buses/central-london/
consultation/ and then click on Tottenham Court Road
(Routes 14 and 134).
Email to consultations@tfl.gov.uk or
Post to FREEPOST TFL CONSULTATIONS. This is the entire
postal address in capitals. no need to use a stamp.
We no longer have Area Forums in Haringey, at which we
could contribute & exchange ideas.
But Haringey now has a Fairness Commission,
www.haringey.gov.uk/FC-getinvolved.
Margaret Fowler suggests that it would be helpful for
residents to meet locally and discuss the issues.
Tea, coffee and discussion at St. Ann’s Library, 10.30 to
12.30 every Thursday morning. 10p per cup.

Dates for your diary
2018 NPC Pensioner Parliament
A transcript is available from info@npcuk.org. Janet has
copies.
Book for the 2019 NPC Pensioners Parliament
11th -13th June 2019, Booking forms are available.
The office address of National Pensioners Convention is:
NPC c/o Marchmont Community Centre,
62 Marchmont St. London WC1N 1AB

Leisure Events
Silent films ‘Wizard of Oz’ & Laurel & Hardy, with
organ accompaniment. Nov 19th 7pm at Alexandra
Palace. Film £10 (pay at door), supper at 5pm & film
£25. book at hughhamacpherson@yahoo.co.uk
Jacksons’ Lane Lunch—every last Thursday of the
month except April or August. 11.45am-2pm. - 2
course lunch for only £5.
Book in advance: telephone -020 8347 2411 Stuart
Cox Participation Manager, 269a Archway Road,
London, N6 5AA stuart@jacksonslane.org.uk
Community Lunch Club for over 50s at Hornsey Vale
Community Centre, usually 1st Wednesday of the
month from 1 to 3pm. Booking needed with Tanya
020 8348 4612 or email info@hornseyvale.org (ring
Tues—Wed.)
Coffee and Computers: sessions near you, informal
help and advice - browsing the internet or sending
emails. Contact Joyce Sullivan on 0208 888 0579 or
joyce.sullivan@publicvoice.london

Contacts: Ann Anderson 020 8340 8335, Pamela Jefferys 020 8444 0732
& Janet Shapiro 020 8883 9571 janet.rmshapiro@gmail.com

