
Contacts:  Ann Anderson 020 8340 8335,  Pamela Jefferys 
020 8444 0732 & Janet Shapiro 020 8883 9571                          
janet.rmshapiro@gmail.com 

Future meetings:   Dec 13th Party. 

HORNSEY PENSIONERS  

www.hornseypag.org.uk 

Hornsey Pensioners Action Group serves pensioners within Hornsey & Wood 
Green and other neighbouring parliamentary constituencies   

Michael Stennett, solicitor 
Will advise on those matters that we all have to deal with, such as:   

 Preparing wills for peace of mind and to avoid inheritance tax 

 Helping those needing residential care to keep costs to a minimum 

 Assisting bereaved families with probate 

 Advising about lasting powers of attorney for ageing relatives 

 Drafting Court of Protection applications for the mentally infirm 

 Help with moving home through conveyancing and estate agency services 

Michael has his practice at 4 Winchmore Hill Road, Southgate, London N14 

[A number of booklets on related topics produced by Independent Age  

will be available at the meeting.] 

Before the talk members vote on whether to raise the  

membership subscription.  . 

Time and date:  WEDNESDAY November 15th  2017    

Note meetings start at 1.30pm sharp 

Venue:    Hornsey Parish Church Hall,  

     Cranley Gardens, N10 3AH  

Entrance on Cranley Gardens through car park.  Doors open from 1pm. 

Buses W7 W3 144 stop nearby.  

A Mini AGM will take place at the beginning of the meeting. 

It is proposed that due to our regular costs exceeding our regular income HPAG raises 
the annual subscription in 2018 from £5 to £8 for single members and from £7.50 to 
£12 for joint household members. This level is in line with other local pensioner groups.  

We could not attend the NPC Lobby of Parliament on October 18th as this clashed with 
our own meeting. A delegation will meet locally with Catherine West MP at 10.30 on 
November 17th.  

mailto:janet.rmshapiro@gmail.com
http://www.hornseypensionersactiongroup.org.uk


October 18th ‘What Future for Social Housing? 

The situation in Haringey’  Gordon Peters  

Gordon introduced himself as an active member of 
Haringey Over 50s forum and chair of the Older    
Peoples Reference Group in the borough.  He is also 
experienced as a consultant in health and social     
development.  

In his opinion the Haringey Development Vehicle 
(HDV) will exacerbate inequalities in the borough and 
introduce distress and insecurity for older vulnerable 
people. (An open letter from Ms Lyn Silver aged 81 
was circulated. Lyn is just one of many older residents 
to suffer under HDV, either as tenants having to move 
or as home owners facing compulsory purchase.) 

He explained that the intended HDV would be a    
Limited Liability Partnership owned 50% by the   
council and 50% by Lendlease, the Australian         
multi-national corporation.  

The council claims that the HDV would release funds 
for the provision of much needed affordable housing 
and against all objections insists that it must go 
ahead. Gordon mentioned alternative funding 
schemes, such as social bonds.  

Pleas for a rethink have come from both constituency 
Labour Parties and the two MPs. Other political     
parties - LibDems and Greens oppose the HDV, also 
the tenants and residents federation, many affiliated 
campaigns, individuals and trade unions including his 
own, Haringey Unite Community branch.  

The StopHDV campaign has successfully crowdfunded 
its legal costs to date. The Judicial Review due to be 
heard in a rolled up Hearing on 25 and 26 October at 
the Royal Courts of Justice is being handled by Leigh 
Day, Solicitors, with David Wolfe QC leading the    
barristers in court in the claim to halt the HDV on 
grounds of illegality. More funds are needed and you 
can contribute by visiting www.crowdjustice.com/
case/stop-hdv 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The defendants are Haringey Council and Lendlease 
acting jointly.  For more about the Judicial review see 
the Guardian report at  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/
oct/25/labour-council-regeneration-housing-crisis-
high-court-judge?CMP=share_btn_link 

Gordon explained his objections.  

There has been no consultation on the process, with 
loss of democratic control over the homes and other 
public assets involved.  

There is failure to comply in future with obligations 
such as the Human Rights Act, the Freedom of       
Information Act and the Public Sector Equality Duty.  

Gordon challenges:  

1. the HDV being set up as a partnership [LLP]    
rather than as a company as it is acting for a 
commercial purpose; 

2. the HDV not having been consulted on the man-
ner of its development up to the July 2017     
Cabinet decision. 

3. the public sector equality duty of the Equality 
Act 2010 having been inadequately addressed. 

4. the decision to establish the HDV as constituting 
a strategic move on behalf of the Council not 
having been taken to full Council. 

Haringey and Lendlease make public assurances that     
thousands of homes and jobs will be won for the   
borough from HDV investment, yet only a few cabinet 
members have assessed viability and risks to the  
public purse.  

Demands for a halt pending further examination 
voiced by the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny     
Committee, expert witness scrutiny by the Housing 
and Regeneration Panel, tenants and residents and 
deputations by groups, and Call-ins have all been  
ignored.  

http://www.crowdjustice.com/case/stop-hdv
http://www.crowdjustice.com/case/stop-hdv
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/oct/25/labour-council-regeneration-housing-crisis-high-court-judge?CMP=share_btn_link
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Residents will be affected If the HDV goes ahead. 
The Council’s whole commercial portfolio will be 
committed to the HDV in return for £45 million    
investment from Lendlease.  

The first category of land to be drastically affected 
(with demolition and rebuild) is near us - the Wood 
Green estate and Wood Green Civic Centre,         
including Wood Green Library. Transfer up to £2 
billion worth of property follows to include the  
demolition of Northumberland Park estate, next to 
the new Tottenham Hotspur stadium, and some   
surrounding leasehold housing. This is home to   
several thousand people, some of them single    
pensioners at great risk if moved.  

Then any land and property considered as ‘under-
used’ or ‘surplus’, (possibly the parking lot behind 
Muswell Hill Library) could be taken over.  

Gordon claimed that once the HDV is set up,     
promises to residents by the Council for a Right of 
Return will amount to ‘paper promises’ at best.  

Lendlease as the commercial partner in the HDV 
have been exempted from certain requirements of 
Council policy so that guarantees within direct 
Council oversight, including security of tenure, no 
longer apply. We can observe the record of          
Lendlease in Southwark where there was an influx 
of the better off, purchased homes in new high   
densities that deny or destroy existing communities 
and lose homes for poorer people.  

Gordon fielded many questions; tenancy contracts, 
council investment in Tottenham Hotspurs            
development, relevance of the Wood Green         
Regeneration consultation etc..  
Note the initiative on behalf of the Greater London   
Authority, ‘Making London a better place to grow old’, 
with interviews conducted by Jane Scobie. She will 
document case studies. Her contact details are 
jane@janescobie.co.uk mob. 07713 070 603. Those 
older residents feeling insecure should contact her. 

The next speaker was Sian Roome from 
St Ann’s  Redevelopment Trust (StART).  
Sian explained that the Barnet, Enfield and Haringey 
Mental Health Trust (BEMH) is having to sell two 
thirds of St Ann’s hospital site in order to fund the 
refurbishment of the mental health wards that    
remain on the site. Their website is 
www.startharingey.co.uk. StART is a community 
land trust in Haringey, that aims to build 800        
permanently affordable homes on the site. It has 
conducted 18 months of consultations with local 
residents and wants to ensure that the unique green 
spaces and biodiversity are retained.  

In March 2015 planning permission was granted for 
the site with a requirement of only 14% of homes 
being ‘affordable’ (80% of market rate). A far bigger 
proportion of such homes is needed for workers to 
afford to stay in Haringey.  

Sian recruited several people as supporters of 
StART. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natasha Sivanandan spoke briefly about the HDV 
and the Wood Green Area Action Plan (AAP) with a 
Caxton Rd update. She is in contact with Caxton and 
Mayes Road residents who are private home      
owners. As they cannot attend the meeting during 
working hours Natasha was able to speak on their 
behalf.  The Asian Centre in Caxton Road would also 
be affected.   

Natasha pointed out that even if we won the       
Judicial Review, more campaigning would be     
needed to stop the HDV.  

At the time of the consultation on the Regeneration 
of Wood Green Natasha submitted a very detailed 
response.  But the report on what residents said is 
still awaited.  

Ask if you want a copies of Natasha’s and HPAG  
responses. We objected in particular to the pro-
posed demolition of Wood Green Library.  

The meeting ended with our usual raffle,               
refreshments and socialising.  



REMINDER: Make sure you get your flu injection! 

Also, those who had a 70th or 78th birthday after April 1st 
2017 would be eligible for a Shingles injection. Ask your GP. 

Exercise Classes & Leisure 

Dance for Fun & Fitness for over 50s. Tuesdays 4pm –
5.30pm. Drop in per class £6 including refreshments           
(5 classes £25) at Hornsey Vale Community Centre, 60 May-
field Rd. N8.  Contact Kimberly 07843 216 150  

Fun fitness class for over 55’s at Wood Green Library, on 
Mondays & Wednesday at 10.15, £3 a class. For more    
details contact Kiki on 07903 582883 

West Haringey Seniors Exercise Class (mixed) with an   
expert  trainer Tuesday 2.15—3.15 £3.50  

Hornsey Vale Community Centre, Mayfield road N8 9LP, 
contact Ann Anderson 020 8340 8335 

Exercise and Dance to Live Music for ladies over 60       
Tuesday 10.30 to 11.30, £4 at Moravian Church Hall N8 7HR 
on Priory Road. Contact Ursula Maestranzi 8340 2668 

Candy's Seniors Dance and Fitness class at YMCA Fitness 
Centre Elmfield Avenue, Crouch End N8. Thursday 2.05 to 
3.05  £2.50  

Lunches are held monthly at Jacksons Lane on last     
Thursday of each month from 11.45am-2.30pm. Book in  
advance. Book wheelchair spaces in advance, telephone -

020 8347 2411  Stuart Cox Participation Manager, 269a  
Archway Road, London, N6 5AA stuart@jacksonslane.org.uk  

Community Lunch Club for over 50s at Hornsey Vale   
Community Centre, usually 1st Wednesday of the month 
from 1 to 3pm. Booking needed with Tanya 020 8348 4612 

or email info@hornseyvale.org  (ring Tues—Wed.)   

Picturehouse Cinema. Unfortunately events are boycotted 
at the cinema in Crouch End until management negotiates 
with employees represented by BECTU and pays the       
London Living wage.  

Cinema Club for the Over 50’s at the Bernie Grant Arts 
Centre, price £4.90 including refreshments.  Don’t miss the 
1960's classic ¢ƻ {ƛǊ ²ƛǘƘ [ƻǾŜ starring Sidney Poitier on 
Friday, Dec 1st at 2.15 for 2.30pm.  Contact                       
info@hfop.org.uk or call 0208 341 2238.  

Coffee and Computers: sessions near you, informal help 
and advice - browsing the internet or sending emails.      
Contact Joyce Sullivan on 0208 888 0579 or 
joyce.sullivan@publicvoice.london  

Free computer coaching for the over 60s. An intergenera-
tional IT project whereby 6th Form volunteers from      
Hornsey School for Girls provide 1:1 IT support. A 20 week 
course to start mid November after school from 3.30-4.30. 
Contact Leonie Eisenberg,  IT Co-ordinator Generation   
Exchange  0771937811  

A Walk remembering First World War Conscientious Ob-
jectors in Haringey. Sunday Nov 19th 13.30—15.00 meet 
Finsbury Park, Station Place. Book  

https://beinghumanfestival.org/event/a-walk-
remembering-first-world-war-conscientious-objectors/ 

Silent Buster Keaton Film ‘The Navigator’, accompanied on 
the organ. Thursday Nov 16th 7pm £10 at door. Alexandra 
Palace www.allypallyorgan.org.uk  For supper book online 
at www.alexandrapalace.com  

Campaigns update  
Post Office Franchise.  Both Crouch End and Muswell Hill 
Crown post offices are to be franchised to Mr Elliot Jacobs 
at UOE, High Road East Finchley.  

The online report is here http://www.hamhigh.co.uk/
news/campaigners-hit-by-double-whammy-over-muswell
-hill-post-office-uoe-sell-off-1-5252285  

Social Care Petition.  This will be presented to Parliament 
after the announcement of the number of last year’s avoid-
able winter deaths.   

Haringey Council has signed up to UNISON’s Ethical Care 
Charter, which sets out a series of commitments to pro-
tect the rights of home care workers’ and give them great-
er freedom to focus on the needs of the people they care 
for. worker, not by the need to meet a certain quota of 
visits or complete care duties in a set timeframe. 

Nov 8th between 5.00—6.00 is your last chance to visit 
Osborne Grove Nursing home as part of the consultation. 
Address is Upper Tollington Park, N4.  

Libraries: Muswell Hill Library will not be relocated, but 
there are no plans for disabled access. 

Leaflets explaining how the 5 borough health plan (NCL 
STP) will affect us have been distributed by Haringey 
KONP 

Whittington Hospital Board have appointed a subsidiary of 
Rydon (the company that renovated Grenfell Tower) to 
manage their new estates strategy. We have a petition to 
GET RYDON OUT OF OUR HOSPITAL.  

Saturday Nov 4th National conference ‘Our NHS & Social 
Care in Crisis’ Hammersmith Town Hall 11-4pm.  Do attend 
if you can  

Meetings 
Monday Nov. 6th & Nov 10th 10.30 – 12noon at Totten-
ham Town Hall, Town Hall Approach Road, N15 4RX organ-
ised by Healthwatch Haringey. Come and tell us about your 
experience of A&E and your ideas for reducing the number 
of emergency hospital admissions.  A £15 voucher will be 
given to everyone who takes part and tea and coffee will 
be provided. Contact Jo at on 020 8888 0579 or email 
jo@healthwatchharingey.org.uk  

Tuesday Nov 7th1.00—4.30pm Barnet Enfield & Haringey 
Mental Health Trust (BEHMHT) want opinions from service 
users and carers on equality of services.                          
Winkfield Resource Centre, 33 Winkfield Rd. N22 5RP. 
Book 020 8888 0579, info@healthwatch.org.uk  

Friday Nov. 10th AGM of the Greater London Forum for 
Older People 10.30am – 2.30pm at Tavis House, 1-6 
Tavistock Sq, WC1H 9NA  (buffet lunch will be provided) 
Book email abtobias7@aol.com or tel. 020 8491 7853.    

Thursday Nov. 16th  2017, 1pm-2.15pm. Seminar on 
‘Technology and quality of life of older people’, speaker 
Dr Jacqueline Damant LSE. City University of London, Room 
A227, College Building St John Street, EC1V 4PB.          
http://www.city.ac.uk/visit#9  Please book a place please 
email Doria Pilling: d.s.pilling@city.ac.uk   (please give a 
contact no.)  
Friday Nov. 24th Carers Rights Day 2017 1pm – 4pm on the 
Ground Floor at Tottenham Town Hall. With fully trained 
advocates giving one-to-one advice on Carers’ Rights and 
general issues related to an individual’s caring role. Contact 
Penny Fraser, tel. 020 8275 6550 Ext 228  or email          
pennyfraser@hailltd.org   
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