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The European story really started in 1950, when France and Germany discussed working together on 

coal and steel production, instead of using it to make weapons to fight each other.  

In 1951 the 6 founding member states signed the Treaty of Paris, setting up the European Coal & 

Steel Community, which came into force in 1952.  The six founding nations were France, Belgium, 

Luxembourg, Italy, Netherlands & Germany.  

Then in 1957 they signed the Treaty of Rome, setting up the European Economic Community & 

European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom), which came into effect in 1958.  

In 1991 the Treaty of Maastricht, known as the Treaty on European Union, was introduced, being 

signed in 1992. It entered into force in 1993, when it subsumed, but did not replace, the European 

Community.  

Thus the "European Union" came into existence in 1993 and the name "EU" was often used to cover 

events before 1993 and also policies which, legally, belong to the European Community. 

The latest major amendment to the constitutional basis of the EU, the Treaty of Lisbon, came into 

force in 2009. 
 

The EU member states are now (July 2015): Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of Cyprus, Czech 

Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the 

UK. 

The main EU offices are at Brussels and Luxembourg, but most plenary sessions of The European 

Parliament are held at Strasbourg. 

Decision making of the EU is supranational and international with institutions: the European Council, the 

Council of the European Union, the European Parliament, the European Commission, the Court of Justice 

of the European Union, the European Central Bank, and the European Court of Auditors. 

The EU has developed an internal single market through a standardised system of laws that apply in all 

member states.  

In the Schengen Area 26 countries have agreed to abolish passport controls for internal movements. 

Policies of the European Community aim to ensure the free movement of people, goods, services, and 

capital, enact legislation in justice and home affairs, and maintain common policies on trade, agriculture, 

fisheries, and regional development.  

The monetary union was established in 1999 and came into full force in 2002. It is currently composed of 

19 member states that use the euro as their legal tender. 

The European Commission is the executive body of the European Union responsible for proposing 

legislation, implementing decisions, upholding the EU treaties and managing the day-to-day business of the 

EU. It operates as a cabinet, with 28 members of the Commission (informally known as "commissioners"). - 

There is 1 Commissioner from each Member State, chosen by each Government. 

The 28 members as a single body are then subject to a vote of approval by the European Parliament.  The 

current Commission is the Juncker Commission, which took office in late 2014. 

The European Council decides policies and adopts legislation. It consists of Prime Ministers/Presidents of 

each Member State plus the President of the European Council and President of the European 

Commission, and/or (depending on the policy) 1 Minister from each Member State.  

The European Parliament (EP) is the directly elected parliamentary institution of the European Union (EU). 

Together with the Council of the European Union (the Council) and the European Commission, it exercises 

the legislative function of the EU.  

The Parliament is composed of 751 members, who represent the second largest democratic electorate in 

the world (after the Parliament of India) and the largest trans-national democratic electorate in the world 

(375 million eligible voters in 2009). 


