
HORNSEY PENSIONERS  

www.hornseypag.org.uk 

Hornsey Pensioners Action Group serves pensioners within Hornsey & Wood 
Green and other neighbouring parliamentary constituencies   

 

‘Celebrating the NHS at 70: 

The Story of Our Lives’ 
 

Dr. Peter Mitchell 

Oral History and Public Engagement Officer 
 

Time and date:   Wednesday March 18th  2020  

      at 1.30pm 

Venue:     Hornsey Parish Church Hall,  

      Cranley Gardens, N10 3AH  

Entrance on Cranley Gardens through car park.   

Doors open from  1pm. 

Buses W7 W3 144 stop nearby.  

Future meetings: April 15th Transport issues, May 20th Safeguarding, June 17th and 
July 15th TBA.  

STILL DUE some subscriptions for 2020 at £8 pa ( £12 couples)   

Many thanks to those of you who have already paid theirs so promptly! 

You can renew your membership at meetings. Also new members can pay at the meeting or send a 

cheque payable to Hornsey Pensioners Action Group to:  

HPAG Membership  Secretary, Ann Anderson at 117 Redston Road, London N8 7HG.  

Queries to committee and more info at  www.hornseypag.org.uk  

Note that the charge for refreshments starting from January will be £1.  

http://www.hornseypensionersactiongroup.org.uk


Our speaker was Charlotte Gredal,                  
Communications and Engagement Officer for 
ORIEL.  

Oriel is the project to develop and build a new 
site for Moorfields Eye Hospital. She began her 
talk by outlining the recent extensive activity 
which included 790,000 patient contacts 
2018/2019 across 30 NHS sites. 

Moorfields Eye Hospital in City Road in central 
London provides comprehensive general and 
specialist outpatient, diagnostic and surgical   
services for the local population and for those 
from further afield who require more specialist 
treatments not available elsewhere.  It also    
provides emergency surgery, a 24-hour A&E 
dealing exclusively with urgent eye problems, 
and pre-eminent research and education         
capability.  

Services are delivered from the main hospital, 
children's centre and private facilities. The City 
Road campus is also home to our research     
partners at the UCL Institute of Ophthalmology. 

With their partners at the UCL Institute of      
Ophthalmology, they are a national and            
international centre for research into eye        
conditions and treatments, leading one of the 
strongest and most extensive ophthalmic         
research programmes in the world. Together, 
they have one of the highest measures of         
scientific productivity and impact in the world for 
eye research activity. They are a major force in 
teaching the eye specialists of the future. Their 
experts provide teaching and training for a wide 
range of eye health professionals, including     
clinicians from around the world who come to 
learn from us. 

There are two major reasons for the relocation. 
Firstly, they want to expand on the excellence of 
their current provision. Secondly, whilst feedback 
is very positive about clinical care, it often        
includes criticisms about the quality of patients 
experience when visiting. 

The case for change is now urgent. More patients 

will need treatment for eye conditions in the   
future, placing increased pressure on services 
and facilities. The rising incidence of eye disease 
requires development of new techniques and 
technology to better diagnose and treat          
conditions.  

The City Road site constrains scientists and     cli-
nicians. From patient feedback they know the 
environment and waiting times in clinics can be 
improved. The Care Quality Commission (CQC) 
highlighted the impact of the current ageing    
estate at City Road on patient experience,       
specifically privacy and dignity. 

Their vision for the new facility includes            
education, sharing knowledge and training to-
morrows experts. 

They have already undertaken extensive public 
and professional consultations on the projected 
move. The feedback has stressed the importance 
of clinical quality, accessibility, improving the  
patient experience, research opportunities and 
improvements in service models. 

A new purpose-built site based on the land of the 
St Pancras Hospital, which will be moving, will be 
completed by 2025/2026. So, it is a long-term 
project. 

You can keep in touch with developments of the 
project on their website:  

www.ORIEL-London.org.uk  

and you can email them with questions on: 
Moorfields.ORIEL@nhs.net 

Meeting on February 19th : 2020 AGM and Relocation of Moorfields Eye Hospital 

The AGM was held first.  

Reports were heard and officers and committee      
re-elected. The minutes are enclosed with this  
notice. 

http://www.ORIEL-London.org.uk
mailto:Moorfields.ORIEL@nhs.net


Charlotte then responded to a range 
of questions from our members: 

Q: Do you have an orthoptic clinic? 

A: Yes, and we are going to streamline 
it with more liaison with consultants 

Q: Will you be handling more, less or 
the same number of patients? 

A: We are aiming to cater for more 
with a purpose built building and im-
proved    patient pathways 

Q: What will happen to St Ann’s Hos-
pital? 

A: No change to them at present 

Q: how will provision be affected in 
the transition period? 

A: We will continue our services for     patients, 
and we want people to be     involved in the 
change process and give feedback 

Q: What kind of eye problems will be dealt with 
in the new building? 

A: All the current services will continue but we 
are trying to predict what new needs might ar-
rive. 

Q: How will you increase your operations? 

A: The commissioners of services will respond to 
increased need and possibly involve other sites 
like St Ann’s 

Q: Have you had a firm commitment of funding 
for the project? 

A: Some funding has already been agreed but 
our existing charity will work to raise funds and 
there will be monies from the sale of our existing 
site. 

Q: Are you negotiating with TfL for a special bus    
service? 

A: We are committed to a full accessibility plan 
and in discussions with TfL and the London Bor-
ough of Camden. 

Q: Will there be provision taxi drop-off and car 

parking? 

A: There will be a bay for parking 

Q: Is ORIEL a private organisation? 

A: No, it is just the name of the project 

Q: What are the causes of the increase in eye 
problems? 

A: Some are related to diet and obesity which is  
prevalent in London and the rise in older people 
whose eyesight naturally declines. 

Q: Will you have a screening programme? 

A: Yes, and there will be the possibility of digital   
appointments. 

Q: Do you have links with local opticians? 

A: Yes, and these links will be further developed 
and strengthened. 

Q: Can you give advice on prevention? 

A: I am not a clinician, but I will enquire for you 
and when we next meet, we will aim to bring a 
clinician as well. 

****** 

We expressed our thanks for what was a very  
clear presentation. 

The usual raffle followed, and Charlotte stayed 
to chat with those having  further questions  

Positive Ageing in London Conference (PAIL) March 6th,  
The conference starts from 11 am at London Metropolitan University, 166-220 Holloway Rd,  

London,N7 8DB (room GC1-08).  

To register click on:  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/london-an-age-friendly-city-have-your-say-and-help-make-it-happen-
tickets-93081536381?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  (not on email? Ask committee to help)  

PAIL aims to give weight to our voice as older Londoners, in order to develop key proposals and priorities in partnership 
with the GLA and other bodies to make London truly an age-friendly city.  

There will be refreshments and sandwiches which will be free, but for which we will be asking for voluntary donations. 

Ask if you want the full email from Chris Walsh PAIL  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/london-an-age-friendly-city-have-your-say-and-help-make-it-happen-tickets-93081536381?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/london-an-age-friendly-city-have-your-say-and-help-make-it-happen-tickets-93081536381?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


Leisure Events & Services 

Film Club Friday March 6th. - ‘The Last Tree’ [After grow-
ing up in quiet, rural Lincolnshire, A British-Nigerian teenager 
Femi, struggles with unfamiliar surroundings and cultural 
differences when he moves in with his mother in London.]   

April 3rd ‘Blinded by the Light’. Both at the  Bernie 
Grant Arts Centre, Town Hall Approach Rd. N15. £4.90. 
This Film Club is regular. Information and booking     
info@ho50s.org.uk or 0208 341 2238  
 

Knit, Sew, Natter, 2nd Wednesday each month 2-4pm at 
Hilldene Court Hub, 11 Alexandra Park Rd. N10 2DB  

Jacksons’ Lane Social Lunch— last Thursday of each 
month 11.45am-2pm. 2 course lunch for only £5 at 269a  
Archway Road, N6 5AA. Book in advance: telephone 020 
8347 2411 or email  participation@jacksonslane.org.uk 

London Independent Living Service (Lils) provide meals 
on wheels. Currently meals cost £5.99.  Contact            
Sebastian Dacre Commissioning Manager Haringey 
Council info@lils.org.uk 4th Floor, River Park House, 225 
High Road, London, N22 8HQ, 020 8489 2308                        
sebastian.dacre@haringey.gov.uk 

Coffee and Computers: sessions near you, informal help 
and advice - browsing the internet or sending emails. 
Contact info@coffeecomputers.org  
Drop in monthly sessions in 10.30-12.30 at many local 
venues: -  Hornsey Library, Highgate Society, Jacksons 
Lane, Alexandra Palace, Winkfield Resource Centre, The 
Old School House.  

Contacts:   Ann Anderson 020 8340 8335,  Pamela Jefferys 020 8444 0732 &   
Janet Shapiro   07804 936 139 (text)  janet.rmshapiro@gmail.com 

Exercise Classes  
Over 50’s Dance for Fun & Fitness:  

Beginners Thursdays 11am to 12.30pm  Drop in 
£6 or £25 for 5 classes.  Improvers Tuesdays 
11am to 1pm  Drop in £8 or £35 for 5 classes. All 
including refreshments. At Hornsey Vale        
Community Centre, 60 Mayfield Rd. N8.  Contact 
Kimberly 07843 216 150  
 

Fun fitness class for over 55’s at Wood Green        
Library, on Mondays & Wednesday at 10.15, £3 
a class. For more details contact Kiki on 07903 
582883 

West Haringey Seniors Exercise Class, with    
expert trainer Tuesday 2.15—3.15 £3.50      
Hornsey Vale Community Centre, Mayfield road 
N8 9LP, contact Ann Anderson 020 8340 8335 

Candy's Seniors Dance and Fitness class at 
YMCA Fitness Centre Elmfield Avenue, Crouch 
End N8. Thursday 2.05 to 3.05  £3.00  

‘Get Moving for the Mature’, Tuesdays 10.15—
11.30 £6 per session. At Jacksons Lane N6 5AA, 
jeffhurrell@msn.com  

For Over 60’s Fridays 10.15 –11.15 at Jacksons 
Lane with Lesley Ann Chowen £8 per session tel. 
07880 702 654  

FREE COPIES 
Haringey Over 50s Forum have produced three com-
prehensive guides for older people in Haringey: 

On social activities,  

On support for daily living 

On staying fit & well.  
Paper copies of the directories can be picked up at 
meetings. 

Can you read and judge short stories? 
Each story is only 2 sides of A4, on topics —romantic, life 
tale, adventure, quirky ghost story.  
You score each out of 10.   
To volunteer, contact Clare Newton,  
Happy London Press 07887 564 012.   

Look out for our article in Ham & High on Thursday 
March 5th produced by Pearl Diver. 

It explains our campaigns to save both the over 75’s 
TV licence and the BBC!  

Haringey Council’s Overview & Scrutiny Committee 
plays an important role in holding decision makers 
to account, and can make recommendation for 
improvements.  

Cllr Lucia das Neves invites you to come along 
and participate in this. 

The Scrutiny Café will take place on Friday 20 
March from 9:30 a.m. (registration) to 12:30 p.m. 
at the Cypriot Community Centre, Earlham Grove, 
Wood Green, London N22 5HJ.  

If are able to attend please confirm.  

Either telephone Rob Mack on 020 8489 2921 or 
email either  rob.mack@haringey.gov.uk or                 
scrutiny@haringey.gov.uk 

Carers Forum Haringey 

Wednesday 18th March 11am—1pm 

at Chestnuts Community Centre, 280 St Ann’s Road, 
West Green, N15 5BN, with light refreshments.  

The theme of this forum is Carers Wellbeing. To book 
ring the Carers Hub on 0300 303 1555 or email hel-
lo@carersfirst.org.uk  

mailto:participation@jacksonslane.org.uk
mailto:info@lils.org.uk
mailto:sebastian.dacre@haringey.gov.uk
mailto:janet.rmshapiro@gmail.com
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